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The Oxford Consultation on Copyright and Al

On 18 February 2025, representatives from academia, the creative industries, policy, law, computer
science, Al and civil society participated in the “Al and Creativity Workshop” organised by the
Accelerator Fellowship Programme of the Institute for Ethics in Al, University of Oxford. The workshop
was hosted by Dr. Caroline Green, Lead of the Accelerator Fellowship Programme and Director of
Research at the Institute for Ethics, and Baroness Beeban Kidron OBE.

Convened against the backdrop of the UK government’s proposals inits ‘Copyright and Al’ consultation
to amend creative copyright by introducing a wide-ranging copyright exemption for web scraping, the
workshop sought to bring together the creative industries and Al communities in a deliberative session
that sought answers to the questions: How can creativity support AlI? How can Al support
creativity? And how should we protect and grow both sectors? The discussions were rich and
productive, exploring both the technical and regulatory opportunities for collaboration.

The group agreed on the following statement and action:

“New technology presents exciting creative opportunities, but we are at a pivotal moment in shaping
the regulatory landscape for Al. If Al is to protect creative heritage and truly benefit creativity and
humanity, its development must consider the collective needs of creators, technologists, policymakers,
researchers, and the wider public. Creators possess both moral and commercial rights over their work.
Some Al companies are already adopting responsible approaches to copyright, prioritising
transparency and legal compliance. However, the UK government’s consultation on ‘Copyright and
Artificial Intelligence’ has been framed as a competition between the creative industries and Al
companies, rather than fostering an inclusive, co-productive process. The current proposals risk
destabilising the economic foundations of the creative sector while failing to recognise Al companies
that are taking a responsible approach to copyright and transparency.”

The group reached a consensus on the following issues:

e The growing tendency of UK government actions to separate Al and the creative industries
undermines potential collaboration. Al and creative sectors must engage in a comprehensive
and balanced dialogue.

e The UK’s creative industries are well-positioned to play a significant role in the generative Al
revolution. However, participation must be grounded in a strong intellectual property (IP)
framework, supported by imaginative and balanced consultation processes.

e Certain Al companies have demonstrated responsibility by adhering to copyright laws, acting
transparently, and paying for licenses. Expanding copyright exemptions would disadvantage
these responsible companies while favouring large technology corporations.

Given the urgency of these issues, the group proposed reconvening as the ‘Oxford Consultation on
Creative Copyright and Al’ to provide an inclusive and co-production approach. Opportunities to

engage with this alternative consultation will be provided.

For questions, please get in touch with: aiethicsafp@philosophy.ox.ac.uk
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Statement signatories:

Dr Susie Alegre International human rights lawyer and author of “Human Rights, Robot Wrongs:
Being Human in the Age of Al”

Dr Julian Baggini ,Writer, Speaker, Consultant
William Crook, Publishers’ Licensing Services, Head of Policy and Communications
Sebastian Cuttill, Parliamentary and Campaigns Manager, News Media Association

Isabelle Doran CEO, Association of Photographers, Board Member, British Copyright Council and
Creators Rights Alliance

Shehani Fernando, Director Indigo Storm Ltd

Baroness Alex Freeman of Steventon, Crossbench Peer, House of Lords, British Science
Communicator, life peer, former TV producer

Lord Freyberg, UK Parliament, House of Lords
John Fulljames, Director of The Cultural Programme, Humanities Division

Laurent Gaveau ,Senior Consultant, Culture and Tech Expert and Speaker, Founder of Google Arts and
CultureLab

Kit Green, Performer and writer

Dr Caroline Green, Director of Research, Institute for Ethics in Al, University of Oxford
Dan Guthrie, Director General, Alliance for Intellectual Property

Lucky Gunasekara, Co-Founder and CEO of Miso.ai

Sophie Jones, BPI (British Recorded Music Industry) Ltd, Chief Strategy Officer

Baroness Beeban Kidron OBE, Crossbench Peer, House of Lords, Chair of 5Rights Foundation, TV
producer

Florian Koempel, UK Music, Legal Advisor
Prof Frederic Leymarie, Professor Goldsmiths, University of London - Creativity and Al systems
Sara Lloyd, Pan Macmillan, Group Communications Director & Global Al Lead

Graham Lovelace, Journalist, editor consultant, producer, entrepreneur
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Chris Morrison, Head of Copyright & Licensing, The Bodleian Libraries, University of Oxford
Michael Newman, Professor of Art Writing, Goldsmiths University of London
Ed Newton-Rex, Founder of Fairly Trained

Dr Felix Simon, Research Fellow in Al and News, Reuters Institute for the Study of Journalism,
University of Oxford

Nicola Solomon OBE, Independent consultant on policy and law relating to creative industries,
Deputy District Judge

Prof Sir Nigel Shadbolt, Principal of Jesus College and Professorial Research Fellow in Computing
Science at the University of Oxford

Prof Lord Lionel Tarassenko, President of Reuben College, Professor of Electrical Engineering,
University of Oxford

Prof Phil Torr, Professor of Engineering Science, University of Oxford

Alastair Webber, Co-Founder of The Other Songs



